NEWGATE CALENDAR
flour, full to the maid, the landlord and his wife, sets himself
down in a chair in the room, where he continued full half-
an-hour, putting the above three persons into the greatest
panic in the world all the time. After which the imaginary
ghost stalks downstairs and opens the door to six of his ac-
complices, who, while their director, Chambers, raps the doors
to drown the noise of more persons being in the house than
himself, strip the dining-room of all the plate and other rich
furniture therein, and then, making a general search through-
out the other chambers and the kitchen below, rifle and
carry off everything of value to the amount of six hundred
pounds. All this while the family, believing a spirit was
actually in their house, and making the horrid noise they
heard, kept close hid under the bedclothes; but the dawn
of day soon appearing, their fears began to abate. Where-
upon the maid gets up, and has the courage to go down
and see the consequences of the late bustle. She finds all
her pots and pans removed effectually out of the way, and
a dreadful havoc made among the pewter, which, to the
very last plate, has all vanished. She hastens to her master,
who is still in bed, acquaints him with the spirit's having
robbed the house, and tells him that she cannot in con-
science live with him any longer, since a bad and thieving
ghost visited his family, which proved that his house was
not a good one, nor were the persons that composed his
family fit to be lived with. Whereat the landlord could
not forbear bursting out into an extreme laughter: " Why,
thou silly jade, can it be supposed that ghosts, or spirits,
who have neither flesh, blood nor bones, can rob ? Phoh,
banish thy foolish conceits, and let me come and see what
has been a-working all this night." The maid, displeased
with her master's words, goes downstairs, and finding some
of her fellow-servants and neighbours about the door tells
them what she had seen; whereat all seem astonished, and
say they should not dare to stir an inch out of their houses
in the night if the case was so as she related it. Meantime
the landlord had roused his indolent body from his bed
and made a strict search in those places where he thought
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